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Mr. Speaker

The new coalition government of the People’s Altiarand the Independence Party took
office last 24 May and has now been in office fé68days. Substantial progress has been
achieved in numerous areas in this time. Somessséave attracted more attention than
others, but prominence in the public discourseotsnecessarily an indication of importance.

In foreign affairs, security and defence have bewst conspicuous, and indeed Iceland’s
assumption of responsibility for its own defencel aecurity to a conclusion has been a
sizable undertaking. | am bound to say that tinexee various loose ends that needed to be
tied.

The tasks currently being addressed in the Fordigistry include the following:

» Reorganisation of Iceland’s international develophwm-operation

» Initiatives in the affairs of the High North

» Climate and matters of the sea

* An action plan for the Middle East

* Expansion into overseas markets, freedom of tradaraproved market access

* Review of working procedures in the Foreign Minystr

« Work in the interests of peace, with particular éags on expanding the role and
participation of women

» Preparation of new undertakings within the intaoral community, such as Iceland’s
candidacy for a seat on the Security Council andrdarged role in the administration
and work of the World Bank.

The time allotted to me will not permit a detailezport on all these complex issues, and
various matters have already been discussed ifrdheign Affairs Committee. In order to
avoid any misunderstanding, however, | would lixertention that next January | will deliver
to the Althing a report devoted specifically to &pe. As a result, that issue will not be
addressed in my report on this occasion.

Mr. Speaker

Even though we have not progressed far into thatyirst century, it has already brought
profound changes. The world is changing fast, laethnd itself is testimony to these rapid
changes.

The sources of the changes are no longer exclysigelandic, but in fact international. As
examples, | would cite the free flow of capitale twarming climate, the melting of glaciers,
migration between continents in search of employpferctuations in the world market price
of fuels, and the emergence of the new internatimaaket in the creative industries.

We sometimes refer to these new circumstances wiagpfjlobalisation.
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Globalisation is nothing new, though in our erdemonstrates new features. In earlier times,
people migrated from one country to another, abaeddhe communities to which they had
belonged and moved to new worlds. Now, global gleartouch every community, regardless
of borders and nationality, and the inhabitantghef global village have no choice in the
matter, except as regards their own reaction techia@ges.

The boundaries between domestic affairs and intierred affairs are vanishing. The work of

Icelandic cabinet ministers has international atgeblew international rules, or new policies
established through trade agreements or througbpan integration, in the World Bank or

among the Nordic countries, have a direct impactiaefand, on Icelandic enterprises and
Icelandic families. Climate change knows no bordarsl therefore the solutions can have
none either.

In Icelandic politics developments have been shel world affairs extend their reach as far
as local government. For this reason, | have supgdhe efforts of the Association of Local
Authorities in Iceland to obtain a seat at thedahlthe EFTA and EEA co-operation. And
domestic concerns here in Iceland, such as the pfipharmaceuticals to consumers, are best
addressed in multinational co-operation of the lkaulyocated by our Minister of Health in
recent weeks. The same applies to matters of the vgere Iceland’s contribution as a
Member State of the EEA has attracted consideitdation in the European Union and will
bring advantages for ourselves and for others.

In the twenty-first century, international affaase at the same time domestic affairs, and our
domestic global issues.

I
Foreign Servicefor a New Century

Mr. Speaker

It is the role of the Foreign Service to monitopogunities and events in the world with
potential consequences for Icelandic interestssedmnate information through the proper
channels in Iceland and react as circumstancesitpdiine Foreign Service should serve both
individuals and enterprises and protect the pubt&rests of Iceland.

My ambition is for the Foreign Service to developline with the new times. It needs to
adapt to the changed circumstances that | haveionendt and it needs to be in step with the
community in which it is rooted. It is thereforaretter of great satisfaction that fruitful and
important co-operation has been established betwbenForeign Service and all the

universities in the country. Open meetings helthatuniversities have featured thoughtful
debate on Iceland’s role in the international comity) our rights and our obligations.

Discourse of this kind within the academic commyr@hd among the public in general is
long overdue. We should encourage discussion tefriational affairs and endeavour to
develop an Icelandic consensus on the basic fesatdireur foreign policy, unlike the situation

that characterised the ®@entury and the prevailing political atmospherthat time.

As was made clear in its manifesto, this governmeihdo its part to improve
communications on foreign affairs between parlianaenl the adminstration. As part of this
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process | wrote yesterday to the Foreign Affairen@uottee to inform it that the Ministry for
Foreign Affairs had requested that Members of thikidgi who sit in the Committee should,
as part of their role in the Committee, be givenTAsecurity clearance. As is well known,
the work of the Foreign Affairs Committee is boundconfidentiality in line with paragraph
2, article 24 of the legislation on parliamentargqedure. This also applies to NATO
documents to which the Minister decides to giveeasc

As a result the Committee has now been given atodbge minutes of the NATO Council for
the 4 October 2001 so that members of the Commdsee assure themselves, as | have
already done myself, that NATO gave no permissmmilfegal transfer of prisoners, secret
prisons og use of torture, as has, on occasioan igmated in discussions.

Such access for the Foreign Affairs Committeehgsgoric innovation and in my letter | made

a frim request for good co-operation and that tiange would strengthen the work of the
Althingi and the Committee. The reactions of therBattee members give reason to believe
that such will be the case.

Honourable Members of Parliament

Never before have Icelanders sought expertesertgain international affairs to the extent
that they do now, and at no time have greater nmniifelcelanders sought their education in
other countries. The education explosion in lcélé@as opened up the world to young
Icelanders. Young people have a greater choice Hwy other previous generation of
Icelanders as regards where they wish to live akwdhe Foreign Service benefits from the
increased education of young people, and has disposal a qualified staff with extensive
knowledge based on solid foundations.

Icelandic foreign policy is at a crossroads anew rpoch is dawning. This is evidenced by
new challenges and new roles. In the new centhey Roreign Ministry has to be a
knowledge society, and a changed world calls fov ra@proaches. | am aware of the
ambition of an enthusiastic staff to strengthen $®evice and to ensure that the public is
aware of the importance of its work. The Foreigamm&e must possess two things: On the
one hand effective and transparent administrativequures, and on the other hand extensive
knowledge. Work will continue on honing our proasgs and working methods and making
our Foreign Service as efficient as possible falrasising the future.

[
TheHigh Nort: a new priority

Mr. Speaker

The High North is a new core feature of Icelandiefgn policy. This issue has been given
precedence in the Ministry, and a comprehensiveyan the High North is currently in

preparation. Great interests are at stake in tigh MNiorth, as we all know, and safeguarding
the Northern Atlantic is without a doubt one of tim@st urgent security issues for Iceland.
But the matter does not concern Icelanders alosiegeent discussions in NATO and the
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Nordic Council are clear evidence that Arctic afawill be more prominent in the agendas of
international organisations than ever before. This be welcomed.

However, one of the reasons for this is that a remdd countries are staking a claim for
influence in, and access to, the resources in tréhern polar region. Icelanders must
emphasise good co-operation between the statesegsisg interests in the High North and
we warn against any race for the resources of tvghNand unilateral actions.

Iceland has for many years had a prominent roferimulating international rules concerning
the sea and its utilisation and the use of mar@s®urces, and Iceland led the work of the
Arctic Council in 2002 to 2004.

On the basis of this experience we will attempbtimg about the creation of the necessary
rules for the High North. In this, internationaw must prevail over brute force, and the
interests of Mankind must prevail over the narrateiests of individual states.

In this context it is matter of satisfaction thataerding to news from Washington, the United
States appear to be moving closer toward becompaytg to the United Nations Convention
on the Law of the Sea than ever before since thev€idion was approved in 1982. An
important reason for this is that the United Stdtage realized that becoming a party will
give them access to an organised negotiation psoc€bey see that international law works
for everyone.

It should also be noted that important progresshiessn made this year in the battle against
illegal fishing in the North Atlantic by vesselgifig flags of convenience.

[11
Human rights

Mr. Speaker

Human rights should be an inseparable part of hcktaforeign policy and woven into the
warp of all our conduct in the international sphere

To ensure this in the work of the Foreign Servichave formed a working group in the
Ministry which next month will submit to me a prggad for an integrated plan of action for
humanitarian affairs, peace and development coabiper The objective is for human rights
perspectives bear consistently on our internaticd@telopment work, security matters,
peacekeeping and trade agreements.

Preparations are being made for the establishnfemiNational Committee on Humanitarian
Law which is intended to advise the governmentr@ninterpretation and implementation of
international humanitarian law and disseminate Kedge on this law, as it is vital for us not
to lose the benefits achieved after World War tihvhe adoption of the Geneva Convention.

I would like to reiterate the position of the laetic government that the struggle against
terrorism can never be waged at the expense of munggdts, and that international
humanitarian and human rights rules must be obdameonditionally in that struggle.
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v
I nter national development

Mr. Speaker

In the course of this summer, important work hasnbi progress within the Ministry in
formulating new framework legislation on Icelant$ernational work in the interests of the
developing countries.

The Millennium Goals, eight defined and measuraaals that the United Nations seek to
achieve before the year 2015, form the foundatmmall international development work.
The goals are designed to improve the conditionghef inhabitants of the developing
countries by eradicating poverty and hunger, imp@whealth, promoting equal rights of the
genders, improving education and environmentalgetain and contributing to global co-
operation on development.

Iceland’s development policy certainly takes act¢aafnthe Millennium Goals, and it is my
opinion that in the coming years we should focumarily on education, health care, gender
equality and sustainable development. The guitigig in all of Iceland’s development co-
operation is, and should be, support for develogimgntries in achieving self sufficiency in
economic and welfare matters and in that regarthslois more important than education and
the dissemination of knowledge. Icelanders havelmta offer in this respect, particularly in
Africa, where the need is greatest for supporhendevelopment of welfare services, industry
and human rights.

It is a matter of particular satisfaction that @upport for education through the Icelandic
International Development Agency has been growmnigcent years, and more funds are now
being spent on education projects in the developmgtries than on any other issue. This is
a significant trend, and | believe that it reflettts right priorities.

It is clear that Iceland’s expertise in the useefewable energy sources can be extremely
useful for poor countries, for example in Africaamy of whom possess abundant natural
resources which they have not had the expertisdilitee in the interests of the public. The
same is true of small island developing statesclwhiave specifically requested the co-
operation, participation and contribution of Icalan For this reason, it is now under
consideration to initiate development projectsaroperation with islands in the Caribean and
Pacific Ocean with the objective of promoting susthle development, particularly in
fisheries and the use of geothermal energy and othewable resources.

Increased contributions by Iceland to developmenrbpmeration go hand-in-hand with these
objectives. The countries to which we traditiopatompare ourselves, such as Denmark,
Norway and Sweden, have all achieved the objest@teny the United Nations in 1970 that
allocations to development aid should correspon@ 78 of GDP. Finland will achieve this

objective in 2010, and in addition eleven othertestahave set themselves the target of
achieving this proportion in 2015. As a wealthytiora, we are under obligation to take

decisive measures to join the ranks of the statesnhake the largest per capita contributions
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to development in proportion to GDP. This yeag thtio will correspond to 0.28%, 0.31%
next year and 0.35% in 2009.

The increased contributions call for increased gssibnalism. Accordingly, | have decided
that Iceland should become a member of the OECDeldpment Assistance Committee,

DAC. Membership will provide Iceland with direata@ess to experience and information for
planning our development work, and in addition DA®nducts peer reviews of the

development work of members every four years. Tddews are designed to ensure the
quality of development assistance and they impog®itant professional discipline.

No nation, particularly nations enjoying the pra#iyethat Icelanders do, should be permitted
to avoid carrying their share of the obligationsd aresponsibilities in achieving the
Millennium Goals which, in the end, concern thefaed of us all.

Non-governmental organisations are doing importand selfless development work, both
here in Iceland and in the developing countriesur {Dterests consist to a large extent in
harnessing the power that they possess and stesmig¢hthe pioneering work that they are
doing. | have therefore decided to double the dmmilons allocated to development aid
through Icelandic NGOs, increasing them next yeanflSK 60 million to ISK 120 million.

The business sector has shown increasing interesvielopment work. Preparations are now
ongoing in the Ministry on the establishment of asiBess Development Fund to which

business enterprises can apply for funding for riess-related projects in the developing
countries which are demonstrably capable of coutirly to improved living standards in the

countries involved.

In all of Iceland’s development work it is my wish place special emphasis on the affairs of
women and children. Through increased allocationkey agencies of the United Nations
which are involved in the affairs of women and dfeh, Iceland will join the ranks of the
countries with the greatest per capita contribiitlmthese agencies. We are already at the
top of the list of contributors to UNIFEM and amathg top 10 contributors to UNICEF. We
will also work intensively with the World Bank onomen’s affairs and the integration of
gender viewpoints.

\
Work in theinterests of peace

Mr. Speaker, honourable Members of Parliament

The Icelandic Crisis Response Unit is a civiliafogfand should be Iceland’s pride in the
future. One of the new cornerstones of Icelandreifm policy is the peaceful resolution of
conflicts, as it is unthinkable for a state likeelend, an dynamic small state, to shirk its
responsibilities in that regard.

However, it has come to my attention that manyaledérs are poorly informed about the
premises underlying Iceland’s contribution in theerests of peace.
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Following the end of the Cold War, the emphasispeacekeeping was increased in the
United Nations, in NATO and elsewhere. Almost i hations of the world took up active
participation, in one way or another, and one esénations was Iceland.

It can be argued that initially the peacekeepirggats were not sufficiently well defined, and
that their legal status was unclear. This year, legislation was approved by the Althing on
Icelandic peacekeeping with clear provisions on ¢ivdian definition of the focus of the
Crisis Response Unit. | intend to continue tottrysharpen this focus, as | have done this
summer.

Currently there are Icelandic peacekeepers on iduffghanistan, Bosnia-Herzegovina, the
Lebanon, Liberia, Macedonia, Palestine, SerbiaSmtlanka. The projects in which they are
engaged are conducted under the auspices of NAM®,European Union, UNIFEM,
UNIFIL, UNICEF and the Sri Lanka Monitoring Mission

In Afghanistan, NATO and the international commyratre facing a tremendously difficult
task, but there is no doubt that much has beereaetii We need to discover where our
knowledge and capacity can be put to the bestrugeico-ordinated effort needed to achieve
results in Afghanistan that will permanently bet#fe inhabitants of that country.

There are plans in place to increase our particopanh UN peacekeeping efforts, and our
objective is to send more people to work in the diedEast.

Iceland’s candidacy for a seat on the Security Cbuvas decided in 1998, with the election
scheduled to take place within a year at the UNeGmssembly in New York.

The candidacy is a Nordic candidacy, and all tleigm ministers of the Nordic Countries are
following events with interest and promoting Icaelancandidacy, and they have sent letters
to all the member states of the United Nationsngghem to vote for Iceland.

It can be argued that Iceland, like other countrgémres its sovereignty with other member
states of international organisations, such adJthieed Nations, particularly as a result of the
powers of the Security Council. For this reasom, aandidacy can be viewed as a step in the
direction of asserting Iceland’s independence, efmanstrating that Iceland, like other
independent countries, is perfectly capable ofigkis seat at the table.

Many in the international arena believe that ipiscisely countries like Iceland that should
serve the Security Council: a democratic state ithaiot in conflict with other countries; a
state that traditionally resolves its disputes bageful means; a state that respects universal
human rights; a state that has no history that dcadmpromise its objectivity in the
resolution of disputes.

It should also be noted that the work on the caamichas brought significant benefits. The
candidacy represents an opportunity to deepen pawledge of issues and regions with
which we have not previously concerned ourselMess a response to the demands made by
globalisation.

My visits in the first months of my tenure as FgreiMinister, first to Africa to attend a
meeting of the Arican Union in Accra in Ghana, dated by the Middle East, i.e. Israel, the
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occupied Palestinian territories and Jordan, wepara of this process. These regions have
particular relevance for the work of the Securitu@cil.

Following my journey, the government approved aaaction for the Middle East which is
designed to improve the conditions of the Palestisii Among other things, the plan calls for
a doubling of Iceland’s contribution to the region.

The International Atomic Energy Agency aims preuantthe proliferation of weapons of
mass destruction. Within the Agency we have suppoefforts to persuade the government
of Iran to give a full account of its nuclear pragme. While it is important to use the
measures available to prevent illegal actionss iho less important to avoid the dangerous
exaggerations that characterised similar discussionthe affairs of Iraq prior to the invasion
in 2003. Iran needs to provide clear answers @eoto eliminate current suspicions, but at
the same time it is important to assess the sitnati a balanced manner in order to prevent
another ill-advised exercise of power, which woindrease the instability in the region and
the sufferings of the civilian population.

Vi
Security and defence

Mr. Speaker

A new era has begun in Iceland’s security and aefebntil now, Iceland has been more or
less a recipient in the defence co-operation oftevasstates, but with the discontinuation of
the United States Naval Base in Iceland just overear ago conditions have changed
completely.

An opinion poll conducted in connection with a niegtof the Nordic Council revealed that
over 73% of Icelanders want Nordic co-operatiornioompass defence and security.

It is a cause for satisfaction that our neighbaystates show great interest in co-operation on
these issues. Of course, the defence agreementhaitinited States of 1951 is an important
aspect of Iceland’'s defence, but new framework ergents with Norway and Denmark
concerning co-operation on security and defengeeacetime are important as well. Similar
co-operation with the United Kingdom, Canada, Gewynand France is in the preparatory
stages.

The foundation for a effective defence policy foeland for the future requires the conduct of
a carefully executed and professional risk assessfoe Iceland based on the best available
knowledge. | have appointed a working group of w#eepeople with a broad professional

background to address this task in the coming nsonthe group will be led by Professor

Valur Ingimundarson with Alyson Bailes, ambassadod former head of the Stockholm

International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI)pasial advisor. Completion of the task is

scheduled for next autumn.

A sound and appropriate defence is in the commiamaats of the nation. It is important that
our defence should not be subject to domesticipalivagaries, but that it should be based on
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a well founded assessment of our long-term interast the dangers that Iceland may face at
any given time. We need to achieve a consenstii®matter and a common understanding.

The concept as such of security has completelyggwand now has a much wider scope of
meaning than before. An indication of this is thet that NATO no longer defines itself as a
defence alliance, but as a security alliance. Tignal territorial defence role is still present,
but in a globalised world the focus of the Alliankas shifted to the new global threats.
States by themselves cannot prevent the prolitaratf weapons of mass destruction,
international organised crime, the negative conseges of climate change, poverty and
destitution or terrorism.

Iceland’s candidacy for a seat on the Security C€ibwshould also be viewed in this light.

World peace and security are the task of the Chuaed Iceland’s points of emphasis in the
candidacy are also obvious points of focus in tee hcelandic security policy, i.e. climate

change and energy security, disarmament, protecfievomen and children in times of war
and the peaceful resolution of disputes.

Defence is now, for the first time, an item in tleelandic State Budget. Let us look at
defence as a normal part of the nation’s indepereland a primary duty of the government.
Expenditures should be kept at a minimum, anddetemember that Iceland will never have
any role in connection with so-called hard defeneesdo not wage wars, but we will attend
to our airspace and our territorial waters.

It is now more than a year since the US Armed Fotett Keflavik Airport. An agreement
has been reached with NATO on air surveillance ¢s&and in peacetime.

This morning the NATO member states had the oppdytuo volunteer air squadrons to
undertake air policing over Iceland over the nexb tyears. The reactions of the Alliance
members were very positive. The French aim tal sguadrons here for 5 to 6 weeks next
spring. The USA offered to send squadrons nexnseinfor 2 to 3 weeks at a time and again
in summer 2009. The Norwegians are also intedlastéaking part next year and Denmark
and Spain are looking to take part in 2009.

At Keflavik Airport facilities will be maintained tere our allies can conduct their exercises
and surveillance. We have also taken over the @iparaf the radar system which is the
prerequisite for air surveillance. The system prbits value in recent months when the
passage of Russian bombers through our air tredintrol zone was carefully monitored. The
first multinational defence exercise led by Icelamals held here last autumn and there are
plans to organise another such exercise in one year

Vil
Open markets

Mr. Speaker

Active participation in international co-operatidneedom of trade and increased access to
markets are prerequisites for the future strengpigeof the Icelandic industries.

10
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Fair and open world trade will benefit everyone,daon those premises Iceland is
participating in the DOHA negotiations, which, urifmately, could be making better
progress.

Now, as before, the number of business opportenisiggreatest where the growth is fastest.
For this reason, we are looking further afield tterour traditional trading partners. With
EFTA, Iceland has negotiated free-trade agreenveititsnumerous countries in Africa, South
America and Asia.

In all, Iceland is now a party to free-trade agreeta with 53 states with a total of one billion
inhabitantslt can be expected that Columbia, Peru, Thailardithe states of the Gulf Co-
operation Council will join that number through egments with EFTANext year, EFTA
will begin free-trade negotiations with India, whian agreement with Canada is ready for
signature during the coming year.

The Hoyvik Agreement with the Faeroe Islands islatdral free-trade agreement, and | have
been made aware of the importance of this agreemehe West-Nordic co-operatioihe
opening of a Representatation Office of the Govemtnof the Faroes in central Reykjavik is
also a matter of great satisfaction, and in thesigor Ministry new energy has been invested
in efforts to examine the possibilities of moreamdive co-operation with Greenland.

Negotiations with China on a free-trade agreemehich have been ongoing all this year, are
also a new development.

The objectives of the negotiations between Iceland China are the abolition of tariffs,
limited mutual concessions in trade in services @nperation on the general simplification
of trade. Negotiations concerning trade in goodspaogressing well, although there is still
some distance between the parties to the negot&ats regards an adaptation period for
marine products. In trade in services it may pnowee difficult to find a common channel for
the interests of the two states. China is advanpnmarily in the fields of construction and
health care. On the part of Iceland, the emphasssldeen on financial services, computer
services and logistics, to mention a few issues.

It is important to exercise great care in our negioins with China, and it is the intention of
the Foreign Ministry to consult actively and to eresgood exchange of information with the
association of employers and the labour movementhia matter, including the ILO
Committee in Iceland.

Efficient international communications have neveet more important, and efficient links
are a matter of priority for Iceland. New agreetaeémave been completed with Denmark,
Norway and Sweden on substantial expansion of ithigaamsport agreements between these
countries, which date from the fifties, with muchomm extensive flying rights. In July
agreements were concluded with Canada after yéarsgotiations. The agreement provides
for extensive flying rights for Icelandic airlingperators with passengers and cargo involving
unlimited frequency and volume, in addition to frefeoice of destinations in Canada and
beyond. Icelandic airline operators have statetl e agreement represents a watershed for
the industry.

11
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Agreements have also been concluded with Malaysid, preparations are being made for
negotiations with Mexico and Chile following conations with airline operators concerning
prioritisation in the conclusion of such agreements

VIl
Lines of communication across the world

Mr. Speaker, honourable members of the Althing

Markets and international co-operation based onrtile of law are the necessary lines of
communication between states that need each atheetriansformed world. These represent
the real mutual assurance of peace and securityndered trade, the rights of individuals,

decent human life and respect for nature.

Iceland became a party to international law andeanber of the community of nations in
1918. Next year will mark the ninetieth year frame passing of that milestone.

For obvious reasons, Icelandic history has usuaken recounted from our internal
perspectives of individuals and movements at hdsaenow that we have achieved a more
distant perspective of the ®@entury in Iceland it is important to gain a widéew, to see
our own country also in an international light. Ewince our achievement of sovereignty,
various important advances in Iceland have bedwdirto international recognition and trends
in co-operation between countries. We achieved sowereignty as a result of the
international recognition of the rights of naticiasself-determination; the extension of our
territorial waters was recognised because of tramtise international law of the sea; freedom
of trade was introduced through participation irteinational agreements; technological
advances were secured through communications wigigh countries.

In my conversations with colleagues in Africa | Badescribed how Iceland rose from being a
colony and one of the poorest nations in Europetawn of the last century, and in fact a
developing country for much of that century, andng¢oa the ranks of the wealthiest
communities in the world. They find Iceland’s sugxén various areas interesting and they
see a living precedent.

The fact of Iceland’s position is that we are oledr We have no general characteristics that
release us from any obligations to the internatieoaamunity. Other nations observe us to
learn from our experience, or because they exmdictasity from us and contributions to the
international community. This is no idealistic dleatthis is obvious fact.

The policy of the government is to answer the oélbur times and strengthen Iceland’s
participation in international co-operation in asiéle manner.

The government manifesto stipulates that the nemaerstones of Icelandic foreign policy
should be human rights, development co-operatidiaa peaceful resolution of disputes.

This declaration has a moral content and it drawsnportant values of Icelandic society and

culture. Icelanders have never waged war on angrathuntry in the traditional definition of
international law, and they have never had the d@gpto wage a war of aggression of any
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kind. In Iceland every single human soul matteid @veryone counts. This is also the core of
human rights and human dignity. In Iceland, opinpmtis have also shown that the general
public wants to contribute more out of its sharedds to development co-operation, in
addition to the fact that an unusually high nunddfeiamilies contribute directly to children or
families in developing countries.

The Republic of Iceland is a small but strong statéhe international community. It is a
valuable asset to pose no threat to anyone, tdleeta speak up, unfettered by any vested
interests, to be known for standing up for inteiora! law without reservation and to engage
in trade on a foundation of integrity.
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